COMPOSER AND TEACHER.

his pupil to exert his powers. ' You must jump
into the water if you are to learn to swim. You
must not be afraid of the difficulty of the task,
get on with your work smartly and with gay
courage ! ' I remember many winter evenings
when I walked, full of holy enthusiasm and great
plans, from Sibelius' house along the Jarvenpaa
road to the station, firmly determined to ' learn to
swim/

" General musical education was thus more
characteristic of Sibelius' teaching than the stressing
of narrow professional views. And in this sense he
has truly been and is still a teacher of all our
composers. Principally, of course, of those who
have had the good fortune of coming into personal
contact with him and who must all, surely, have
much to tell of their own experiences in this respect.
Sibelius possesses a special gift of giving form to
what he says. Only an image, like hitting the nail
on the head, and the matter is illustrated more
clearly than if a long lecture had been given on it.
And nothing in the sphere of music is alien to him.
He always finds the kernel, whether it be ' the old '
or ' the new ' style, or the musical experiments of
recent times."

The power of opening a pupil's eyes to the soul
of music and of infecting him with his own enthu-
siasm, of explaining his meaning in short, striking
expressions ; further, psychological perception of the
individual qualities in the pupil's temperament and
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